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                                  Peru 

¢  South America - territory: 1,281,215 km2; second 
largest Amazon country after Brazil 

¢  Megadiverse country (centre of origin and diversity of 
potatoes (3,000 varieties) and Andean roots and of 
diversification of maize, chilis,tomatoes)  

¢  Over 4000 species of plants with proven uses; 72 
ethnic groups (Andean and Amazonian); centre of 
origin of Andean camelids; over 25,000 species of 
vascular plants; 500 species of mammals; 1,500 
species of birds; one of the most important fisheries in 
the world; home of the Inca and many pre Incan 
cultures.  35% of its population is indigenous 
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Indigenous peoples in Peru  

Andes 
¢  Quechua, Kero and Aymara 

Amazon 

¢  Shipibo 

¢  Conibo 

¢  Aguarunas 

¢  Shuar 

¢  Cacataibo 

¢  .... 65 other distinct ethnic groups  



 Quechua, Conibo and Shipibo indigenous 
peoples  



Peru: Traditional Knowledge and Traditional 
Cultural Expressions  

TCEs 

¢  Dances, musical instruments 
¢  Traditional foods 

¢  Styles and designs 

¢  Customs 

¢  Traditions, stories, religious ceremonies 

¢  Textiles, garments  
TK 

¢  Medicinal plants and curative practices 

¢  Skin lotions, cosmetic mixtures from plants, dyes 

¢  Seeds, native crops and animal breeds 

¢  Tools, agricultural technologies and techniques 



Medicinal plants and traditional gathering 
and ritual  



 Natural products ... Derived from 
biodiversity and TK  



The policy and legal context 

¢  1992: discussions regarding the development 
of a plant breeders rights regime in the 
Andean Community 

¢  1992: Convention on Biological Diversity 
¢  1994: process for the development of an 

access and benefit sharing regime in the 
Andean Community (specific call to protect 
traditional knowledge) – later Decision 391 
(1996) 

¢  1997: National biodiversity law (references to 
TK, inventories, registers ...) and other 
regulations 



       Some projects and experiences  

¢  International Cooperative Biodiversity 
Group (ICBG) bioprospecting project 
(1994) – collecting and systematizing 
indigenous TK related to medicinal 
plants (1994) 

¢  GEF In Situ Conservation of Native 
Crops and Wild Relatives project (1998 
– 2005) – collecting agricultural 
knowledge of farmers 

¢  Fact finding mission by WIPO 1998 on 
TK, IP and genetic resources  



  Some projects and experiences (2) 

¢  Potato Park experience in Cusco – 
local farmers sistematization and 
management of agricultural and 
agroecosystem: Local TK Register 
(2000 – present) 

¢  Development of Law 27811 
(protection of TK) and the role of 
different registers (1996 onwards) 

¢  National Public TK register managed 
by the IP office INDECOPI (2000) – 
mainly for defensive protection 



Key elements in Law 27811 for the Protection of 
Collective Knowledge related to Biodiversity 

(2001) 

¢  www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/en/pe/
pe011en.pdf  

¢  Contracts (know how licences) for use of TK not 
in the public domain 

¢  Negotiations with reprsentative organizations of 
indigenous peoples 

¢  Benefit sharing set at 5% of net sales of products 
derived from TK 

¢  Registers 
¢  National fund to compensate indigenous 

peoples 



Key questions in TK protection and 
registration processes 

¢  What for ? Objective ... 
¢  Who owns TK ? 
¢  What is to be registered or 

documented ?  
¢  Who owns TK ? PIC issues ... Shared TK 
¢  How will registration take place ? 
¢  Does documentation involve  

recognition of rights ? 



Existing registers  

¢  INDECOPI – National Public Register for 
TK (public domain TK), Confidential 
Register for TK (defensive purposes) 

¢  ICBG project database (maintained 
confidential by the national university) 

¢  Potato Park Association (Local Register 
of TK) – maintained confidential for use 
by farmers only 

¢  GEF In Situ Project Database (only 
makes available TK which is in the 
public domain and over which PIC has 
been formally granted) 



              REGISTRATION FORMAT  

¢    



AGREEMENT FROM COMMUNITY ASSEMBLY  



         Annex to application  



       Existing databases and registers (2) 

¢  National Register of Native Potatoes 
(INIA) – in the public domain (TK and 
local taxonomies included)  

¢  National Commission for the 
Prevention of Biopracy (biodiversity 
and related TK database) – subject to 
a PIC process 

¢  Publications (catalogues of native 
potatoes and traditional uses, 
medicinal plants and related TK, etc.) 
– all protected by copyright 



Lessons learnt in Peru  

¢  Setting clear objectives in the registration process is 
key (this is usually part of broader policy and legal 
strategies pertaining to TK protection efforts) 

¢  Indigenous peoples and their communities must be 
involved and participate actively in designing these 
strategies 

¢  Understanding legal and IP implications in accessing, 
using and managing TK and related data 

¢  Coordination and interinstitutional interaction is key to 
ensure fluid processes 

¢  Manage expectations in terms of what 
documentation really generates   



Impacts of registration in Peru  

¢ Revaluing TK  

¢ New interest in TK and its wide 
application  

¢ Attention to Prior Informed Consent 

¢ Social recognition of indigenous peoples 

¢ Systematized databases with critical TK 
data and information  
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